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(Boston, May 29, 2013)  “This is the best day of my architectural life so far!” said Japanese architect 
Toyo Ito in his acceptance speech at a ceremony in the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum in Boston, Massachusetts. Toyo Ito thanked his collaborators and staff- past and present- 
many of whom were with him at the ceremony and stood to great applause. Tom Pritzker, chairman 
of The Hyatt Foundation which has sponsored the worldwide honor since its founding in 1979, 
presented Toyo Ito with the Pritzker Architecture Prize medallion for 2013 and the $100,000 grant. 
Mr. Ito is the thirty-eighth recipient of the prize. The ceremony was held before a black tie audience 
of more than 300 guests, including previous laureates.

In his speech, Toyo Ito told those gathered,

 To make architecture is to attempt to establish order in the midst of an unstable and   
 ceaselessly changing social and natural world. It often happens, however, that in this search  
 for order we settle into old or conventional solutions and find ourselves boxed into   
 restrictive frameworks. For me, the task of the architect is to release people from those   
 restrictive frameworks by creating spaces in which they feel at ease and in which they can   
 attain some degree of freedom. 

 … 

 I make it a point to keep visiting the site of the earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan two   
 years ago on March 11, and each time I go I am reminded of the powerlessness of   
 technology in the face of nature’s fury. This was a catastrophe brought about by human   
 pride vis à vis nature. 
 
 I believe that the time has come for us to take back our closeness to nature, to open our   
 humdrum city grids to nature’s abundance, and to rebuild a more vibrant and human   
 environment. I urge all of us architects to work together to send out a new message to the  
 next century, one that is as bright and full of hope as the one transmitted by our    
 predecessors a century ago. In order for this to happen, we architects must transform   
 ourselves. Let us not fixate on minor differences, but rather work together to find a   
 message for the next generation that we can all share.
 
 In his inaugural address of 1961, John F. Kennedy said, “My fellow citizens of the world:   
 ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of   
 man.” Even now, a half-century later, there are no words that inspire us quite like these.   
 Now too, we are being asked: what can we ourselves do for the freedom of man?

Tom Pritzker said in his speech at the Kennedy Library, 

 It is courage – artistic and political – that we celebrate here tonight in this building. It is   
 artistic courage that we celebrate in the works of our newest Pritzker Laureate – Toyo Ito….   
 It is the courage to aspire to affect people – physically and emotionally – that is at the basis  
 of Toyo Ito’s work. 

     

– more –



# # #

The Pritzker Architecture Prize honors a living architect whose built work demonstrates a 
combination of those qualities of talent, vision, and commitment, which has produced consistent and 
significant contributions to humanity and the built environment through the art of architecture.
The Pritzker family of Chicago established the prize through their Hyatt Foundation in 1979. It is 
granted annually. The award consists of US $100,000 and a bronze medallion. The award is conferred 
on the laureate at a ceremony held each year at a different site throughout the world.

Additional information and images are available at http://www.pritzkerprize.com. 

Video and transcripts of the speeches will also be available.
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